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Credit Hours Fall: 1.0 
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Spring:   01/05/15 – 05/08/15 

 

Text or Required Readings: 
I. REQUIRED TEXT  

Sugarman, Jeremy and Sulmasy, Daniel P., Eds. 2010. Methods in Medical Ethics (2nd Edition).  
Washington D.C.: Georgetown University Press.  

 
II. RECOMMENDED ARTICLES & BOOK CHAPTERS (On Reserve in the University Library): 

Beauchamp, Tom L. and James F. Childress, (2013).  Principles of Biomedical Ethics (7th Edition).  New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

Informed Consent, Parental Permission, and Assent in Pediatric Practice. (1995). Pediatrics, 95(2), 314. 
Reaffirmed May, 2011;  Retrieved July 11, 2014  
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org.dmu.idm.oclc.org/content/95/2/314.full.pdf+html 

Health Care Treatment Decision-Making Guidelines for Minors. (1995). Bioethics Forum, 11(4), A1-16. 
Retrieved July 11, 2014 
http://www.practicalbioethics.org/files/member/documents/Guidelines_11_4.pdf 

Lo, Bernard.  (2013).  Resolving Ethical Dilemmas: A Guide for Clinicians, Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott 
Williams & Wilkins. 
• Chapter 6, (pp. 52-61)  Avoiding Deception and Nondisclosure 

Moreno, Jonathan D. (2005). Is There an Ethicist in the House? On the Cutting Edge of Bioethics, 
Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 
• Chapter 5 (pp. 67-80)    Ethics Consultation as Moral Engagement 
• Chapter 6 (pp. 81-101)  Ethics By Committee: The Moral Authority of Consensus 

Pellegrino, Edmund & David Thomasma (1993).  The Virtues in Medical Practice.  New York: Oxford 
University Press.   
• Chapter 1  Virtue Theory (Review from Medical Ethics I) 
• Chapter 2  The Link Between Virtues, Principles & Duties 
• Chapter 3  Medicine as a Moral Community  (Review from Medical Ethics I) 
• Chapter 5  Fidelity to Trust 
• Chapter 6  Compassion 
• Chapter 11  Integrity 

 
 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org.dmu.idm.oclc.org/content/95/2/314.full.pdf+html
http://www.practicalbioethics.org/files/member/documents/Guidelines_11_4.pdf
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RECOMMENDED ARTICLES & BOOK CHAPTERS (On Reserve in the University Library), cont.: 
Veatch, Robert M, Amy Haddad & Dan English (2010).  Case Studies in Biomedical Ethics, New York: 

Oxford University Press. 
• Chapter 8 (pp. 154-171)      Fidelity: Promise-Keeping, Loyalty to Patients, and Impaired 

 Professionals 
• Chapter 11 (pp. 229-249) Genetics, Birth, and the Biological Revolution  
• Chapter 14 (pp. 294-322) Organ Transplants 

Veatch, Robert M. (2012), Basics of Bioethics, Third Edition, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall. 
• Pg.  84–94 
• Pg. 100–107 
• Pg. 115–132  
• Pg. 132–136 
• Pg. 147–154 
• Pg. 154–160 

 
A list of additional resources and web sites are available on D2L. 

DESCRIPTION: 

The course is designed to assist students in understanding central issues of frequently encountered ethical-
moral problems, and the interrelationship between medical ethics and the law.  Cases that have shaped 
medical ethics, as well as the more subtle ethical issues arising in practice will be discussed.  Potential 
ethical-moral problems faced by students during clinical rotations will also be explored.  The emphasis will 
be on the development of case-based ethical-moral problem-solving skills.  At the completion of the 
course, students will demonstrate the ability to apply ethical-moral decision-making and clinical ethical 
reasoning in the context of a standardized patient encounter (SPAL). 

COURSE GOALS & OBJECTIVES: 

At the completion of the course, the student will have explored the following principles, ethical-moral dilemmas, 
and legal topics in clinical medicine and be able to: 
 

MEDICAL ETHICS  
• recognize landmark ethics cases that have influenced both medical practice and/or legislation.  
• discuss the evolution of medical care for patients who are terminally ill,  in a persistent vegetative state, 

or minimally conscious state. 
• describe autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, justice – and their relationship to case-focused 

solutions of ethical-moral dilemmas.  
• define conflict of interest. 
• describe one’s own ethical-moral decision-making process.  
• apply the skills involved in doing an ethics work-up utilizing clinical ethical reasoning. 
• describe the physician’s responsibilities when disagreement occurs between family members and the 

wishes of a patient who lacks medical decision making capacity for his/her medical care.  
• state the physician’s  duties to minors, dependent and vulnerable adults, and their families.  
• apply the ethics of fetal/neonatal  intervention to a representative case. 
• describe the implications and ethical obligations pertaining to the impaired physician. 
• describe the allocation of artificial and transplantable organs – i.e., selecting recipients, distribution 

systems, waiting lists, re-transplants, living donors, cost and informed consent.  
• apply ethical principles to cases involving reproductive medicine. 
• describe the purpose and use of health care ethics consultation and ethics committees.  
• outline ethical principles involved in genetic testing – i.e., especially informed consent, the psychosocial 

risks of testing and familial implications.  
• describe professional behavior in physician, patient, and peer relationships.  
• apply ethical-moral reasoning and decision-making in the context of a standardized patient encounter.  
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COURSE GOALS & OBJECTIVES, cont.: 
HEALTH CARE LAW 

• describe the relationship and interaction between medical ethics, health law, and malpractice.  
• define medicolegal decision-making. 
• recognize civil law standards for care. 
• state the criminal laws that apply to medical care. 
• describe administrative law and its implication for health care practitioners. 
• define the ethical principles and the legal doctrines of confidentiality and the privilege of doctor-patient 

communication. 
• state the ethical principles and the legal doctrines of the obligation to warn and protect innocent third 

parties when patients threaten serious bodily harm to others. 
• distinguish competency from medical decision-making capacity 
• describe the legal aspects of medical decision-making capacity. 
• apply the law as it relates to end-of-life care in a hypothetical case. 
• describe the ethical and legal issues of termination of life support for adults who lack medical decision 

making capacity. 
• recognize the contractual and statutory duties to treat. 
• recognize key dimensions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Emergency Medical 

Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA). 
• articulate the implications of managed care organizations and duty to treat. 
• recognize the physician’s multiple duties under the public health laws. 
• list key elements of the Affordable Care Act 
• apply the guidelines for medical documentation. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Attendance  Attendance is expected – and points may be earned for lectures #1-9, and #17.   

Computer Assisted Learning Module: Conflict of Interest (COI)  

Examination 1 & 2 (Refer to Grading Policy) 

SPAL Encounter, SPAL Evaluation, & SPAL Self-Evaluation Assignment 

RESOURCES: 

Chief Director Norma Hirsch, MD,  FAAHPM,  FAAP Phone (515) 271-1660 

Office DMU Clinic Room 1006 E-mail 
 
Norma.Hirsch@dmu.edu 
 

Office Hours By appointment   

Co-Director Bret Ripley, DO. FACOFP Phone (515) 271-1546 

Office DMU Clinic Room 1018 E-mail Bret.Ripley@dmu.edu 

Office Hours By appointment   

Administrative 
Assistant Debra Bustad Phone (515) 271-1627 

Office DMU Clinic Room 1023 E-mail Debra.Bustad@dmu.edu 

Office Hours 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM   
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Professionalism includes many things, including respect for others.  Before calling or emailing the 
administrative assistant or the director of the course for assistance, please refer to the course syllabus.  The 
answers to many of your questions will be found there.  If you do not find the information there that you 
need, these individuals will be happy to assist you. 

ATTRIBUTES & CORE COMPETENCIES: 
This course addresses the development of the following American Osteopathic Association Core 
Competencies of the Osteopathic Student and Professional:  Medical Knowledge, Patient Care, 
Interpersonal and Communication Skills, and Professionalism. 
 

COURSE POLICIES: 

The course faculty in accordance with the policies and statements in the student handbook must approve 
any exceptions to the policies stated in this syllabus. 

Lecture Attendance  

Lectures will be held in either the SEC Auditorium or the Ruza Lecture Hall.  Please refer to the block 
schedule or course schedule attached to syllabus. 
 
You are being asked to attend class for several reasons: 

 Health care delivery is a team effort; medical school in general and ethics class in particular 
provide opportunities to learn effective team work skills and to develop emotional intelligence.  
These are critical to your success as a health care provider and an important element of your 
professional satisfaction.  Working with others is also an opportunity to engage many aspects of 
diversity. 

 Ethical issues are often complex, so seeking and hearing more than one perspective can be both 
challenging and enlightening.  The initial response to many ethical questions is: “It depends.”  That 
does not mean that all answers are ethical; nor does it mean that any answer is as good as the 
next one!  The goal is to learn how to discern the elements that an ethical decision depends upon 
and how to use the skills of ethical discernment to reach the optimal response.  The highest quality 
discernment often involves more than one person’s perspective. 

 The best way to learn ethical behavior is to engage in discernment with individuals who see the 
world through a different lens than you do. 

 For various reasons, including copyright restrictions and privacy issues, some materials presented in 
class cannot be videotaped, so if you are not in class, you miss these important learning 
experiences. 

 Medicine is interpersonal which is best learned in face to face encounters; medical school is not a 
correspondence course. 

 Attendance points are given as noted in the syllabus.   
 
Attendance is expected.  Attendance will be taken at all lectures for the purpose of assigning earned 
attendance points.  Students may receive 2 points for attending all activities and scholarly professional 
participation on each scheduled date, with the exception of the Health Care Law lectures (#10 – 16), 
where points will not be assigned.  Attendance means exactly that – if you are not physically present, no 
points will be awarded.  Out of respect to lecturers and fellow students please refrain from extraneous 
activities during classes. 
 
Attendance points represent a portion of the total course points (please review Grading Policy).  
Attendance points cannot be remediated.   
 
Sign-In Policy: 
To receive attendance points, students must sign the attendance roster in the lecture hall.   On the dates 
that two lectures are scheduled, students must sign the roster for both lectures.  The attendance sheet is the 
official recording document.  No other means of verifying attendance will be accepted. 
 
Notices of change in lecture, lecturer, group or exam will be e-mailed to the class, and updated on the 
Outlook calendar.   
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COMPUTERS IN THE CLASSROOM: 

Medical school is an opportunity for you to learn the skills necessary to be a competent and 
compassionate physician, which include the ability to be present to the matter at hand.  Technology, 
including computers, can provide valuable support to health care professionals.  Alternatively, it can be a 
source of significant distraction.  You are encouraged to be respectful of lecturers, guest presenters, and 
your colleagues in your use of computers and other technological devices.  This means using computers in 
the classroom only for their intended purpose.  This is an opportunity for you to learn to effectively 
negotiate the chasm between the computer and the person in your presence (whether patient or 
presenter) with eye contact, attention, and presence.  If you are not using your computer to participate in 
the class process, then be respectful and close your computer.  Good habits learned in medical school will 
go with you.  Unfortunately, so will bad habits. 

ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY: 

If you have a disability and need accommodations, you must request them by contacting the 
Accommodations Specialist in the Center for Academic Success and Enrichment (CASE) 
(accommodations@dmu.edu) and submitting an application with necessary documentation.  Faculty 
members cannot provide accommodations directly.  Please note that requests for accommodations 
should be submitted well in advance of the date accommodations are needed. 

EVALUATION: 
There are very few assignments in this course.  As such, please take these few requirements seriously and 
give them the attention they deserve in your professional formation.   For example, if you are asked to 
submit something in writing, know that it will be read, not skimmed, but read.  Don’t minimize its import by 
thinking “Nobody reads this stuff!”  When students are asked to make an effort to complete an assignment, 
the faculty are committed to receiving it, assessing it, and providing feed-back to the student.  You are 
asked to demonstrate a similar level of commitment. 
 
We endeavor to constantly improve this class which results in changes to the course each year, so do not 
expect to rely totally on what upper class persons tell you about the requirements in this course.   
 
Examinations:  There will be two computerized examinations.  The first examination is worth 40 points and 
will cover Lectures #1-7; the second is worth 20 points, and will cover the Health Care Law material only.  
Questions will be in multiple-choice or matching format, and may be based on lecture presentations, 
assigned readings, media, group discussion questions, and handouts.   The examinations will be 
administered through D2L learning management system.  Your submissions through this system represent 
your final answers.   Students are required to also manually record their answers on the testing answer sheet 
in case of power failure or other unexpected occurrences. Students will not be allowed to re-take an 
examination due to power failure or unexpected occurrences. The paper answer sheet will represent a 
back-up copy of the examination if required due to exceptional circumstances. All answer sheets and 
scratch paper with the student’s name and test I.D. must be returned at the end of the examination 
period. 
 
The second examination (health law) must be taken whether or not the student has a passing score without 
it.   
 
SPAL Encounter & Assignment:  The SPAL assignment consists of three parts: 1) encounter with standardized 
patient which is videotaped for your review; you will receive feedback from the SPAL patient(s).  There is no 
grade per se given for this part of the assignment.  If a student’s conduct in the encounter, however, is 
below minimum standards the student will be asked to review the video of the encounter with a member 
of the course faculty.  2) Completion of a short computerized evaluation of the SPAL (immediately 
following the SPAL encounter).  3) The online completion and submission of the Ethics SPAL Self-Evaluation, 
which is worth 20 points.   
 
You may use assigned readings, class notes, handouts, PowerPoints, medical ethics journals, codes of 
ethics, or other sources to assist you.   
 
The self-evaluation must be submitted electronically via D2L Drop-Box no later than 8:00 AM on            
March 13, 2014 
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Due dates are set as stated.  Late assignments will be penalized to be fair to those who complete the 
assignment on time.  The penalty will consist of 5 points deducted (out of 20) if the work is submitted within 
48 hours after the due date.  Beyond that, no work is accepted unless there are serious extenuating 
circumstances.  You must present these circumstances to the course director. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR SELF-EVALUATION QUESTIONS: 
Each student will participate in a SPAL encounter that poses a significant ethical-moral dilemma.  Following 
the SPAL, the student will review the video of the SPAL encounter and complete the Self-Evaluation which 
must be typewritten, grammatically well-constructed, with specific and concise answers to the following: 
 

• Summarize the medical facts, the patient’s or family’s expressed preferences, quality of life 
(identified values), and the contextual features of the clinical scenario for the patient/family.  How 
did these interconnect?  Which of these most influenced your decision-making with the 
patient/family? 

• Identify and/or discuss the principles of ethics that apply to the patient’s clinical scenario.  If one or 
more principles took precedence, explain how and/or why you made that determination. 

• Did you maintain your moral integrity, or did you find that there were demands placed on you that 
required you to sacrifice/abandon your moral integrity?  Explain. 

• The “ethics of care” places special emphasis on emotional responsiveness.  What did you do to 
demonstrate morally relevant emotional responsiveness?    

• What did you do in the interview that you believe was consistent with what a virtuous physician 
would do? (Virtues in Medicine) Give specific examples.  

• What, if any, concerns did you have about the patient’s/family’s medical decision-making 
capacity?  Explain the basis for your determination. 

• Identify and discuss any interconnections between medical ethics, the law, and institutional 
practices and policies that may apply in the care of your SPAL patient. 

• What Goals of Medicine informed your responses in this clinical scenario and explain how they 
influenced your interaction and clinical ethical reasoning with the patient/family? 

• What difficulties did you experience in conducting the interview?  What would you do differently 
when seeing a similar patient/family in the future? 

• After studying medical ethics for two years, please provide three things you have learned that you 
hope to include as a permanent part of your practice habits (e.g., reporting all cases of suspected 
dependent adult abuse). 

    
 
COMPUTER-ASSISTED LEARNING MODULE – CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
An online module concerning conflict of interest especially as it applies to Big Pharma is available on the 
D2L site.  In order to receive a passing grade in the course, this module and the accompanying cases must 
be completed.  While time is allocated for this activity in your schedule on August 25, 2014, you may 
complete this module any time within the following window:     August 25-September 4, 2014. 
 

EXAMINATION PROTOCOL: 
 
Students will only be allowed to bring two pencils and their personal laptop computer with associated 
cables to the testing site.  
 
Items not permitted in the testing room include:  

• Food and beverages  
• Personal Digital Assistants (e.g., palm pilots)  
• Calculators  
• Watches with alarms, or memory capability  
• Paging devices  
• Cellular telephones  
• Recording/filming/listening devices (e.g., radios, I-Pods)  
• Reference materials (books, notes, manuscripts)  
• Briefcases, book bags, coats, purses or hats (Lockers are available for all students.)  
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Students are required to be present and in their seats at the start of all examinations and must stay in the 
examination room for at least 15 minutes. If so stated in the syllabus or announced at the examination, 
course faculty may require students to remain in the examination room for a longer period of time. Students 
arriving late to an exam will be seated at the discretion of the course director/proctor, or be required to 
take an exam at a time and place determined by the course director.  
 
The class assignments are scheduled for: 
 
Computer-Assisted Learning Module: COI Monday, 08/25/14  
 
Examination 1:     Monday, 01/05/15 1:00-1:50 PM SEC Aud. 
 
SPAL Assignment:    Friday, 03/13/15  
 
Examination 2:     Tuesday, 05/05/15 8:00-8:50 AM SEC Aud. 
 

Examination Review 

Course directors will automatically review examination outcomes.  Students may review the examinations 
with faculty of the Department of Behavioral Medicine, Medical Humanities & Bioethics Exam 1 from 12:00–
12:45 PM on Fri., 01/08/15; and Exam 2 from 12:00-12:45 PM on Thurs., 05/07/15; Tower Room 1001.  

Examination Make Up  

Any student who is ill or experiences exceptional circumstances and requires a make-up examination must 
contact the Course Director at X1627 on or before the examination date.  Requests for make-up 
examinations not due to illness must be submitted in writing to the director for approval.  Such requests 
should be made at least two days prior to the examination whenever possible.   Final determination 
regarding the request will be at the Course Director’s discretion in accordance with Student Handbook 
guidelines.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Course Director to determine whether the request 
has been approved. 
 
The Ethics SPAL is a required activity.  Any student with validated extreme personal circumstances missing 
the SPAL may be given a remediation assignment at the discretion of the Course Director.  The student 
must contact the Course Director prior to their assigned SPAL time, to receive approval for the absence 
and consideration for remediation. 
 

Grading 

Assignment of Withdrawal (W), Withdrawal Passing (WP), or Withdrawal Failing (WF): The midpoint of this 
course will be after completion of the first exam. The midpoint is used in determining incomplete and 
withdrawal grading criteria. A student withdrawing prior to the scheduled first examination will receive a W. 
A student withdrawing after the scheduled first examination will receive a WP if they are passing or a WF if 
they are failing.  A student having successfully completed the first exam is eligible to petition for an 
Incomplete.  
 
1. The final course grade will be determined by dividing the sum of correct points on the two 

examinations plus points for the SPAL Self-Evaluation assignment plus total attendance points earned 
by the total points possible and multiplying by 100. Final grades will be rounded up for % grades of 0.50 
or higher.   

 The two electronic examinations will consist of 40 and 20 points, respectively. The SPAL Self-Evaluation 
Assignment will be worth 20 points.  There are 20 possible attendance points for lectures #1-9 & 17 (2 
points for each scheduled date) with the sum of course points equaling 100.  (No attendance points 
will be assigned for the Health Care Law lectures #10–16.) 

 
To earn attendance points, scholarly, active participation in the learning groups with demonstrated 
professional interactions and behavior in the Lecture Hall is required. 

     And 

2. Satisfactory completion of the Computer-Assisted Learning Module - Conflict of Interest (Big Pharma) 
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And 

3. Receiving a satisfactory evaluation in the Standardized Performance Assessment Laboratory.  If a 
student receives an unsatisfactory mark, the Course Director will review and evaluate the student video 
(with the student) and, if necessary, remediation will be assigned.  The Course Director’s decision is 
final. 

 
Plagiarism or other forms of unethical behavior will result in disciplinary action up to and possibly including a 
failure in the course. 
 
A final score of 70% of potential points AND successful completion of ALL requirements listed on page 7 of 
this syllabus are required to receive a passing grade for Ethics II. 
 
The following grading scale will be used to assign final letter grades for this course: 
 

Grading Scale 

97-100%        A+ 

93-96%          A 

90-92%          A- 
87-89%          B+ 

83-86%          B 

80-82%          B- 

77-79%          C+ 

70-76%          C 

≤69.49%         F 

 
  

Re-Evaluation Policy 

Students failing the course will be allowed to take a written cumulative Re-Evaluation Examination 
(administered during the designated re-evaluation period as determined by the Registrar’s Office) if an 
improved score on the examination could result in a passing score for the course.  If the re-evaluation 
examination combined with the student’s earned attendance points does not result in a final score of 70%, 
the student will receive a failing grade and repeat the course when next offered.   
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Course Schedule & Examinations: 
Recommended readings are from Methods in Medical Ethics (2nd Ed.) 2010, selected journal articles, and 
book chapters.  For all lectures, please be familiar with any assigned readings before class.   

  

 LECTURER DATE LECTURE TITLE KEYWORDS 

1. Hirsch 
08/11/14 
1:00 PM 

Ruza 

Introduction to Ethics II 
Famous Cases in Medical Ethics and Their Impact on Current 
Medical Practice 
 
(Instruction regarding the CALM: COI) 

Ethics  
Famous Cases 

 Self-Directed 
08/25/14 
1:00 PM 

Ruza 

Time Reserved for Conflict of Interest – Big Pharma – 
Computer-Assisted Learning Module 

 
 

2. 

Hirsch, 
Ripley, 
Baldus & 
Shaw 

09/05/14 
8:00 AM 

Ruza 

Conflict of Interest 
(Lecture & Panel) 

Conflict of Interest 
Big Pharma 

3. 
Croskey, 
Berg, 
TBD 

09/17/14 
8:00 PM 

Ruza 

Professionalism: The Impaired Physician 
(Lecture/Panel) 
 
Veatch, Robert M, Amy Haddad & Dan English (2010).  Case 

Studies in Biomedical Ethics (On-reserve in the University 
Library) 
• Chapter 8 (pp. 154-171)  Fidelity: Promise-Keeping, 

Loyalty to Patients, and Impaired Professionals 

Professionalism, 
Impaired Physician 

4. Shaw/Banitt 
10/29/14 
8:00 AM 

Ruza 

Ethics of Reproductive Medicine 
(Lecture) 
 
Veatch, Robert M, Amy Haddad & Dan English (2010).  Case 

Studies in Biomedical Ethics (On-reserve in the University 
Library) 
• Chapter 11 (pp. 229-249) Genetics, Birth, and the 

Biological Revolution 
Veatch, Robert M. (2012), Basics of Bioethics, Third Edition,  
(On-reserve in the University Library) 

• Pg. 154–160 

Ethics  
Reproductive 
medicine 

5a. Hirsch 
11/03/14 
1:00 PM 

Ruza 

Ethical Issues: Minors  & Vulnerable Adults 
(Lecture) 
 
Beauchamp, T. L., & J. F. Childress (2013).  Principles of 

Biomedical Ethics (On-reserve in the University Library) 
• Chapter 3 (pp. 62-94) Moral Status  

Informed Consent, Parental Permission, and Assent in 
Pediatric Practice. (1995). Pediatrics, 95(2), 314. 
Reaffirmed May, 2011; Retrieved July 18, 2014   

Minors 
Vulnerable adults 

5b. Bzdega 
11/03/14 
2:00 PM 

Ruza 

Ethics of Fetal and Neonatal Intervention 
(Lecture) 

Ethics  
Fetal and neonatal 
intervention 
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 LECTURER DATE LECTURE TITLE KEYWORDS 

6. Aerts 
11/24/14 
1:00 PM 
SEC Aud 

Ethics of Organ Procurement & Allocation 
(Lecture) 
 
Veatch, Robert M, Amy Haddad & Dan English (2010).  

Case Studies in Biomedical Ethics (On-reserve in the 
University Library) 
• Chapter 14 (pp. 294-322)  Organ Transplants 

Veatch, Robert M. (2012), Basics of Bioethics, Third Edition,  
(On-reserve in the University Library) 
• Pg. 132–136 

Ethics Organ 
Transplantation 

7. Hirsch 
12/08/14 
1:00 PM 

Ruza 

Health Care Ethics Committees & Ethics Consultation 
(Lecture) 
 
Moreno, Jonathan D. (2005).  Is There an Ethicist in the 

House? On the Cutting Edge of Bioethics  (On-reserve in 
the University Library) 
• Chapter 5 (pp. 67-80)  Ethics Consultation as Moral 

Engagement 
• Chapter 6 (pp. 81-101) Ethics By Committee: The 

Moral Authority of Consensus 

Ethics consultation 
Ethics committees 

  
01/05/15 

1:00–1:50 PM 
SEC Aud 

EXAMINATION 1    

8a. Johnson 
01/12/15 
1:00 PM 

Ruza 

Ethics of Personal Genomic Medicine 
(Lecture) 
 
Veatch, Robert M. (2012), Basics of Bioethics, Third Edition,  

(On-reserve in the University Library) 
• Pg. 147–154 

Genomic medicine 

8b. Ripley 
01/12/15 
2:00 PM 

Ruza 

Professionalism: Ethical Dilemmas Encountered in Clinical 
Rotations 

(Lecture) 
 
Lo, Bernard.  (2013). Resolving Ethical Dilemmas: A Guide 

for Clinicians, Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins. 
• Chapter 6, (pp. 52-61)  Avoiding Deception and 

Nondisclosure 
 

Ethical dilemmas 
clinical rotations 

9. Freeman 
01/26/15 
1:00 PM 

Ruza 

Introduction to Health Law (And How it Contrasts with 
Ethics) 

(Lecture) 
Health Law – Ethics 
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 LECTURER DATE LECTURE TITLE KEYWORDS 

  

SPAL Dates: 

02/23/15 
 through  
02/25/15 

 

Self-Evaluation 
Due: 

 
03/13/15 by 

8:00 AM 

SPAL Assignment: 
Suggested Readings for SPAL Preparation & Self-Evaluation  
 
Pellegrino, Edmund & David Thomasma (1993).  The Virtues 

in Medical Practice.  (On-reserve in the University 
Library) 
• Chapter 1  (pp. 3-17)  Virtue Theory (review from 

Medical Ethics I) 
• Chapter 2  (pp. 18-30)  The Link Between Virtues, 

Principles & Duties 
• Chapter 3 (pp. 31-50)  Medicine as a Moral 

Community (review from Medical Ethics I) 
• Chapter 5 (pp. 65-78)  Fidelity to Trust 
• Chapter 6  (pp79-108)  Compassion 
• Chapter 11(pp. 127-143)  Integrity 

Veatch, Robert M. (2012), Basics of Bioethics, Third Edition,  
(On-reserve in the University Library) 
• Pg. 84–93; 100–107; 115–132 

Review lectures: 
• Medical Ethics  I - 1:  Setting the Stage 
• Medical Ethics II - 2: Ethical Issues: Minors  & 

 Dependent Adults 

 

10. Nelson 
04/23/15 
8:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law I Health Law 

11. Nelson 
04/23/15 
9:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law II Health Law 

12. Nelson 
04/23/15 
10:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law III Health Law 

13. Nelson 
04/24/15 
8:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law IV Health Law 

14. Nelson 
04/24/15 
9:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law V Health Law 

15. Nelson 
04/24/15 
10:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law VI Health Law 

16. Nelson 
04/24/15 
11:00 AM 

Ruza 
Health Care Law VII Health Law 

17. Hirsch & 
Ripley 

04/27/15 
10:00 AM 

Ruza 
Ethics SPAL Review Ethics SPAL 

  
05/05/15 

8:00–8:50 AM 
SEC Aud 

EXAMINATION 2   (Health Care Law Exam)  
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Medical Ethics II & Legal Topics in Clinical Medicine 
08/18/14 – 05/08/15 

 
Faculty& Guest Lecturers 

Faculty:  

Norma Hirsch, MD, FAAHPM, FAAP 
Department of Behavioral Medicine, Medical 
Humanities & Bioethics 

Bret Ripley, DO, FACOFP 
Chair & Assistant Professor 
Department of Family Medicine 

  

Guest Lecturers:  

Johan Aerts, DO 
Mercy Transplant Center 

Kent Croskey, DO 
Iowa Health System 

Lisa Banitt, MD 
Planned Parenthood  

Jeanine Freeman, JD 
Iowa Medical Society 

David Berg, DO 
VA Medical Center 

Cindy Johnson, MS, CGC 
Perinatal Center of Iowa  

Holley Bzdega, MD 
Blank Children’s Hospital - NICU 

Loree Nelson, JD 
Gislason & Hunter , LLP 
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